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twas with much trepidation and following a series of meetings and dis-

cussions, doubts and fears expressed and allayed, that Ganesh Pyne

consented to exhibit his preliminary drawings for his paintings or, in his
own words, “the stages to a final work of painting”.

The decision once made, he divulged with subdued excitement that
this was fo be “my first one-man show of any kind. It will be a different kind
of exhibition for me today.

“From the idea to the execution is a journey,” he said. “These are the
steps. They are ideas in line not words.”

At the outset, he had serious doubts about such an exhibition. In our
preliminary exchange of correspondence on the subject last year, he
wrote, “After giving some thought to this fascinating proposal | do not feel
duly confident. Drawings such as these of our Great Masters always drew
our respectful attention, but those of a mediocre painter, whose
contribution in the actual field of creativity is not widely known and
valued, may not be exhibitable.”

He had never had a one-man show and did not foresee the
possibility in the near future. Was it not then all the more important to
exhibit a body of his work? Since he was reclusive, one knew little about
him. This gives insight info the work and thought process of a painter.

These works were “private” he feared. After deep thought, we
concluded, they were private but not a personal account of his life that
could not be shared. ;

We sorted out forty works for an exhibition. These are his most recent
jottings. His earlier joftings have been dissipated for various reasons and
he has no account of them.

It is with great pride that The Village Gallery has the privilege of
presenting “ideas inline” of one of India’s great master painters.

Dolly Narang

All drawings are 21 x 29 cms, ink on paper and dated 1989,
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GANESH PYNE

Bom 1937. Diploma, Drawing and Painting, Government College of Art
and Craft, Calcutta,

Participations

Participated in Indian and infemnational shows, including Centenary of
the First Struggle for Freedom in India, Calcutta, 1957; Birth Centenary of
Rabindranath Tagore, Calcutta, 1961; First, Second, Third Triennales, New
Delni, 1968, ’71, '75; Indian Painters ‘69, Calcutta; Paris Biennale;
Contemporary Indian Painting, W. Germany, 1970; Twenty Five Years of
Indian Art, New Delhi, 1972; International Festival of Paintings, France,
1975; Contemporary Art of Asia, Japan; Indian Painting Today, Bombay,
1980; Modem Indian Paintings, US.A.; Contemporary Indian Art, UK
Indische Kunst Heute, W. Germany, 1982; Visions, Calcutta, 1986; Timeless
Art, Bombay; Exhibition of Self Portraits, New Delhi, 1989,

Member, Society of Contemporary Artists, since 1963.

Awards

Govermnment College of Art and Craft, Calcutta, 1955; Calcutta Art
Society, 1956; Academy of Fine Art, Calcutta, 1957; Birla Academy of Art
and Culture, Caleutta, 1973, ‘74; ‘Arist of The Year, Sangeet Shyamala,
Calcutta, 1978; ‘Shiromoni’, Asian Paints, Calcutta, 1985,
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