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“Translating is a dual
responsibility’

hawana Somaaya has

Been dorumenting

lives for decades now. but

her newest project has her

transtating the words of
Lhe masl imporlant man in the
country The film eritie, bogra-
pher, authar (of 16 bools) and
journalist's upeoming book s
titled Letrers to Mother, a trans-
lation of the Gujaratl book
Saakshi Bhoav. a callection of
letters by Prime Minister Nar-
endra bModi. The book features
letters penned by a young P 1o
the Mother Goddess, whom he
addresses as ‘Jogat Janani',
and explores his innermost
anxieties, thoughts, abhserva-
tions and much mare.

“Here's a man

‘whois overflowing
with sensitivity
not werried about
being judged, and
being vilnerable In
fact. after 1 was done
reading the book [ conldn't be-
Lligve the amount of intensity in
it, how he had laid himsell so
bare,” Somaaya tells Kaveree
Bamezal, during the recent edi-
tion of Indulge Time Pass.
Excerpls:

On Writing About Grest Men

Aflter a cerlain polnt when 1
would stop writing and turnon
the TV, 1wondered if this Is the
man [ am writing about. Even
‘when I was working on a book
on Amitabh Bachehan, meeting
him or watching his movies
was 50 distracting for my

process. Translation is

far more difficult than

writing. becanse when [

am writing I am anly
responsible for my-
sell, but this is a
dual responsibili-
te Though Guja-
rati iz my mother
tongue, [ had
never studied

BAJNUMARI SHARMA TANENA

EVENT arganisers are In high
spiritsafter the Unlock 4.0 guide-
lines on September 1 permitted
this industry to reopen for hosl-
ness from September 21 with a
ceiling of 100 persans.

This development oecurred af-
ter a meeting between the Gov-
ernment Interaction Commiliae
af the apex industry body Event
and Entertainment Manapement
Association (EEMA) with the
Minister of State for Home Al
fairs Nityanand Rai EEMA had
submitted a it of SOPs (stand-
ard operating procedires) evenls
to instil confidence in the author-
Hlies that attempts would be
made to keepeveryane safe whils
haolding events

The SOPs were propared for
each indusiry vertical after tak-
ing into account the povernment
guidelines by an EEMA task
foree. and doing this gave tha
government enough confidence
about letting the indusiry go
hack towarl. ~We had organised
an open webinar Over 1000+ in-
dustry partners and

LEISURE

of that 1 have to sync In my
voice, a fomalo voles with the
PM's voice, a male voica.

TIllNI?H:lDFII

am damned If 1 do this book,
l‘md.amdl.t’ Tdon't!It's releas-
ing texlay, not many peopla have
read it, but 1 really don't care
about what people think, I have
never sought feedback, even
m the people 1 write abaut. 1
am not a palitieal journalist it's
not a political interview thatl
am documenting. I am ranskat-
ing a book. That's it

TheElement Of Suffering

1 was very curions o
know more about
1986, the politics,
his life, about RSS.
Thls was a new
world to me, his
sulfering is con-
stant. His suffaring is col-
lective calmand meditative and
usad productively and bud heen
put inte these passages. 1t's tha
same for anybody who aver-
thinks, be's never al peace.

ThaState Of Bollywood Today

Ihave been around the industey
for many years 1 have nover en-
counterad junkies or parties of
this kind. mavbe 1 kave lived
through a different world Tap
plaud Jaya Bachehan for what
she said in Rajya Sabha. Just for
a faw rotlen lomaloes you can
not blame the whale basket Be
it erimeor suicide it happens

everywhere, it's not just the
5 ilm fraternity

' OnKanganaRanaut

We should let her decide

what she wants, when

.. some critics did not
' like her films they

were called desh-

drohi. So, com-
menting on her is
walking into a
red zone.

FROM THE PAST
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FROM the early 90s" till 2001, Del-
hi-based artist Dolly Narang
conducled art warkshops for
woinen prisoners at Tikar Jail
T wenty-five years Later, India In-
ternational Centra (I1C) is show-
casing these 50-something
unique artworks in an exhihi-
tion titled, A Brush with
Hope_ In a conversalion
with The Morning
Standard, Narang re-

counts the making of

this exhibition.

What made you hold art
warkshops for women

prisoners at the Tihar Jafl?

lattendimd a talk by Hiran Bediin
the early 50s. She spoke about
the program of prison reforms,
and highlighted the aspect of
commumity invelvement I went
to her after the talk and dis-
cussed my ldeas of taking an
arts workishop with the inmates.
Tagether, with my friend, artist

AnastaciaLyn Newkick (bainone this day in
1968) ks an Amedican pap persanality wha has 2
tynical fandness for butteifles. and wears them
in her hair and mentiars thoem in her lyics.
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THEMUSE COMES

CALLING

INJAIL

An ongoing show displays 50 artworks created
25 years ago by wormen inmates at the Tihar Jail

Bulbul Sharma. I lonk the work-
shops using a5 3 mi-

The workshop nsod to last for
tw d-half hours each and the

dium_ Or Bedi anly had ane con-
dition — not to bring anything
sharp or inflammahble ta the
workshop.

Why moenoprint?

This medium is not intimidating

and anyone ean do it. Unlike

drawing, where most of the

time, we are expected 1o
render exact features in
a portralt per say, this
ane Iz very easy lolearn.

‘What were the majar
challenges you encoun-
1ered at these workshops?
Many of the prisoners were ro-
luctant. Only after thoy saw oth-
ers creating the artworks, they
curions In every follow-
ing workshop, more and more
women joined.

How was the vibe at the Jafl
premises during these
warkshops?

atmosphere an the premises was
Joyful. The wamen prisoners
nezed ta make jokes and also en-
courage each other 1 recelved the
leedback that they were less an-
gry and happy to break away
Iram the dally hostility and ten-
slon. As many of the women
couldn't complete their educa-
than, it wasexhilarating for me Lo
see them halding tools such as
rollers, plexiglass, paints and
brushes required 1o maks mona
prints. Theywonstaru'd towark
on their self

The power of 1000 bristles
. to protect your teeth
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Sticking to idealism

EXFRESS FEATURES

EALINGA Literary Festival (ELF), a premier literary
festival recently initisted an online lterary webinar
saries titled, Bhava Samvad The platform has condoct-
od 51 sessions 50 far. and has reached over nine lakh
views. In one of its sessions, nonapgenarian writer Nay-
antara Sahgal was in conversation with Kedar Mishra,
an eminent arl erithe and political analyst

The discussion eovered the writer's eaﬂyd:ysof odu-
cathon and how she got inspired by Gardhiji She lost her
Iather Ranj it Sitaram Pandit in her weens and her moth-
er Vijaya Lakshml Pandit was a strong force of
suppart.

Talking about how the trangition in politics has in-
splred her writings, she sald “My novel characters con-
tinue to reflect the con times. As writers, it's
Incumbent upon us to reflect the social reality 1 wrote
against the policies of Indira Gandhl and eriticised the
Emzrgencg and asa result [ was denied a posting to Ttaly

The

‘What Kind of artworks did
they create?

It wasa mix of g- While
some made abstracts, nl.hzrs fal-
lowed the landscape style Many
crealed portraits as well

Any upcaming plans Lo carry
on this nitlative

Not at the momml.

Ot vhew: Till September 20
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Events industry
gets back to

BUSINESS

:Il'nellhecanon'm

freedom struggle fosed with Gan-
dlu.un ideas of non-violence strugele continues to pro-
vide axyzen and [ don'l fear 1o criticiss any government

for thoir policies and ideologies "

PRODUCT WATCH

CLASIC FOOTWEAR

leanie hamegrown laotwear brand, Albertn
Tarresi, brings inthe newly launched farmal
yet comiortable axfords coflection:
“Timeless Clastic’ for their patrons. & parfact
blend af style and camfart, the designs ame
lighter yet bring the timels=s appeal ta yaur
formal callaction. Available in Black, Tan
and Florenca shades, team thesz exquisite
paies with trousers ar chinas for & sharp
tailored loak.

AT: alhertatamesicom
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should be d D di

rs attended it and agr!ed Lo fol-
Livw the EEMA gul " says
EEMA Gen!ral Sﬂ:relzr)' Sid-

dhartha C
The SOP; indude enhancad
s related ¢ i

an the size of the venue. more at-
tenddees should be allowed " says
Vikas Guigutiya, Founder &
Managing Director. Ferns and
Petals Chaturvedi agrees that
W00 isa ve number. “The

r_han.l.n.g hygiene, attendes man-
agemenl, venue requirements
among olhers “The USP of this
document is ita exhaustive de-
tailing and v which

numberof people should depend
an the size af the venue. Only
then, we can hope to revive the
hlﬂ]ELr}[ We are in talks with the

COVEES l.hsemjrel.l{ecytleaf an
event right from its inception to
exacution and post, we have cov-
ered it all under WHO norms.
The delailing poss from bow the
mighendi ta fa needs to operate at
a wedding, managing a queus at
a temple festival to a road show
vehlcle poing to a gram panchay-
at, sanitizing the mie and green
ro0ms al corporate events, din-
ing In a fangar 1o dining ina
cluster sealing to a safe bar
movement in a musie festival _
we have tried 1o cover ilall ® saye
Chaturvedi, adding, “Since wa
already carry out comprehensive
risk assessmont, safely :hecl(.l
and logistieal planning for

event, including a Covl Id»].! mit-
igation plan wasn't difficule™
He Informs that the events in-
duslry with aver 10 million
work force, was sesing a
steady growth Hll the lock-
down brought it toa stand-
still. Now the mood isup-
beat, barring one dampor
- the capaf 100 persons.

on this lssue ® he
snys. adding, “Covid is not going
away anytime soon, 50 we must
conduct ourselves responsi-

-

The SOPs wange fram how
the mehend! wala needs ta
operate at awedding.
managing a queve ata templa
Testhal to sanitising the mic
and green ronms, dining in
& bangares cluster
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i index of the country.
and 1 think things will move up
post-Diwali when peopls will
star1 poing auL”

Slaﬂng pasitive aboul the an
Managing Diree.

lor. \uTbgynr ]h-aml Bervices P\.l
Lid, whosays “The onus of keep-
Ing everyone safe Lies on all the

stakeholders involved - the event
arganisers. clients, supply chain
members and puests 1 amstre
10 A & from the events,
the cap will be moved to 200, then
300 and 50.0n."
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Laxmmi Bomb gets
a Diwali premicre
on Disney+ Hotstar

TIFPRESS FIATURES

AKSHAY Eumar-starrver Laxmmi
Bomb will premiere on Disney+ Hot-
star an Diwall (November 9), Directed
by Raghava Lawrence, the filmisare
make af the 2011 Tamil horror-comedy
Muni 2 Kanchena. The original story
follows the ghost of a transgender
woman whe possesses a [aint-hearted
man to take revenge on her murderors.
‘The Hindi remake also stars Kiara Ad-
wani, Tusshar Kapoor, Sharad Eelkar
and others.

It was earlier speculated that Lhe
makers were pulling the [ilm off OTT
towait for theatres o reepen. However,
the rumours were alficially put to rest
on with Akshay
ing the lm's release Gate a5 November
9. This is the actor's first direet-to-dig-
ital releaze.

“This Diwall, ‘Laxmmi' will arrive
in your homes with a bomb',” Eumar
ﬁm' sharing a new teaser for the

Laxmmi Bomb will stream on Dis-
ney+ Hotstar VIP on November 8 from
9 pmonwards The platform is also set
to release Bhujf: The Prideof Indla and
Tha Rig Bull.
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